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Publications for the Observation and Preservation
of Southern Folk Magic and Culture
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INTRODUETION w%ﬂ#{fj{dé{ﬁ (MATTHEW)

Opening with Yeshuas genealogy, the Gospel of Matthew (written between
58 and 68 c.1.) is a smooth transition between the Tanakh and the story of
Yeshua. Written from a deeply informed Jewish perspective, it draws heavily
on the Hebrew Scriptures and on first-century Jewish customs and thought
to partray Yeshua as the promised Messiah, Matthew is composed fior a Jewish
audienice with a threefold prrpaose, urited in his prt's.:n'l:l.li.un of Yeshua the
Bessiah as Immanu EL "God is with us” :I-u]ﬁlli.ng the Prr.m:liscs and 'Ican:hinﬁs
of the Tanakl: (1) It is didactic, emphasizing Yeshua as teacher and directed
primarily to his lewish followers. Each of the five divisions concludes with
a major teaching sectbon ending with “When Yeshua had finished™ speaking
these things (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). These divisions reflect the five books
of Moshe (Moses), indicating that Yeshua is a teacher who, like Moshe, lives
the Torah and shows others how to also. (2) It is apalogetic, presenting Yeshua
to the wider Jewish community as the fulfillment of the messianic hope rooted
in the Tirah and the Neviim (Prophets). More than the authors of the other
Gospels, Matthew draws upon the Tarnakh and employs Mosalc imagery {plus
some reflections of Daniel in the closing chapters). The apologetic emphasis
encourages Yeshua's followers to strengthen their faith amid mounting
tension with the wider lewish community. (3) It is polernic, countering the

Jewish majority’s and authorities’ rejection of Yeshua. Throughout the ages,
misunderstanding of this aspect of Matthew has led to tragic abuse of the book
to wilify the Jewish people. However, if wie understand Matthew as written for
and among the Jewish people, then we read its criticisms of various Jewish
partics not as fuel for anti-Semitism but as an sort of internal debate, the kind
of which also appears in the Talmiud and other rabbinic writings.
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